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CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 07316 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, FR, AO, MZ 

SUBJECT: QUAI COMMENTS ON ANGOLA AND MOZAMBIQUE 

1 . QUAI SOUTHERN AFRICAN OFFICER LODIOT TOLD EMBOFF 
MARCH 1 1 THAT LUANDA GOVERNMENT HAS NOT YET RESPONDED 
TO FRENCH OVERTURES ON ESTABLISHING DIPLOMATIC RELAT 
IONS. GIVEN THE BUREAUCRATIC DISARRAY AND MORE 
PRESSING PROBLEMS WITH WHICH ANGOLAN AUTHORITIES MUST 
COPE, THE FRENCH ARE DRAWING NO CONCLUSIONS FROM THE 
SILENCE. UNTIL RELATIONS ARE ESTABLISHED, THE FRENCH 
PLAN NO AID TO LUANDA. 

2. THE FRENCH VICE CONSUL HAS PRACTICALLY NO CONTACT 
WITH ANGOLAN OFFICIALS. LODIOT SAID, AND FRENCH INFOR- 
MATION ABOUT WHAT IS GOING ON IS SCANTY. THE QUAI HAS 
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AMONG THE MPLA LEADERSHIP, ESPECIALLY ON POLICY TOWARDS 
THE WEST. ANOTHER PROBLEM APPEARS TO BE A GROWING DIS- 
SATISFACTION WITHIN THE ARMY OVER THE MULATTOES IN 
NETO'S ENTOURAGE. LODIOT CONSIDERS NETO TO BE A CON- 
VINCED MARXIST BUT FIRST OF ALL, AN AFRICAN NATIONALIST. 
QUAI VIEWS ABOUT PM LOPO DO NASCIMENTO ARE DIVIDED; SOME 
BELIEVE HE IS AMONG THE RADICALS, OTHERS THAT HE IS A 
MODERATE. BUT. LODIOT SAID, THE QUAI HAS ONLY A VAGUE 
PICTURE OF WHAT APPEARS TO BE A POWER STRUGGLE WITHIN 
THE LEADERSHIP. 

3. LODIOT THOUGHT THAT THERE ARE TWO IMMEDIATE DANGERS 
TO PEACE IN ANGOLA: A UNITA CONFRONTATION WITH LUANDAN 
FORCES AND, MORE SERIOUSLY, A CONFRONTATION BETWEEN 
ANGOLAN-CUBAN TROOPS AND THE SOUTH AFRICANS. HE SAID 
THE QUAI UNDERSTANDS THAT THE LATTER ARE SEEKING CON- 
TACTS WITH THE ANGOLAN GOVERNMENT THROUGH NEIGHBORING 
COUNTRIES. NOTABLY MOZAMBIQUE. WITH A VIEW TO OBTAINING 
ANGOLAN QUARANTEES FOR THE HYDRO-ELECTRIC PLANT AND 
AGAINST ANGOLAN SUPPORT FOR SWAPO, IN RETURN FOR THE 
WITHDRAWAL OF SOUTH AFRICAN FORCES. LODIOT NOTED THAT 
PM VORSTER S ROOM FOR MANEUVER IS SEVERELY RESTRICTED 
BY HIS DESIRE NOT TO COMPROMISE SOUTH AFRICA'S ATTEMPTS 
AT RAPPROCHEMENT WITH THE BLACK STATES. ON THE ONE 
HAND, AND BY THE NECESSITY NOT TO ALIENATE HIS WHITE 
ELECTORATE, ON THE OTHER. IN A PINCH, LODIOT FEARED 

THE LATTER CONSIDERATION WOULD PREVAIL, BOTH IN ANGOLA 
AND RHODESIA. 

4. LODIOT INDICATED THAT THE QUAI HAS NO REPORTS OF 

ANY SIGNIFICANT MOVEMENT OF CUBAN TROOPS IN ANGOLA NOR 
OF ANY CUBAN BUILD-UP IN MOZAMBIQUE. THE MOZAMBICANS 
HAVE NOT YET GIVEN AGREEMENT FOR AN AMBASSADOR AND 
FRANCE DOES NOT INTEND TO OPEN AN EMBASSY UNTIL THEY DO. 
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